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professional class restrict their families for this reason their
infertility is due to a social custom which can he changed by
absorbing into a system of free secondary education such as that
which Professor Tawney has outlined schools which now demand
high fees in return for the social prestige they confer. Differential
fertility is a necessary corollary of the genteel poverty which
opposes the extension of the social services, \phile refusing to
benefit from those which exist. It is the penalty the professional
classes pay for cherishing their inalienable right to privileges
which their children will inpvitably forfeit.

I have kept to the last my favourite press cutting for an
anthology of eugenics. It comes from an article by Professor
R. A. Fisher in the official organ of the Eugenics Society, which
(as he fitly states) "has always been especially interested" in
"that portion which is popularly called the upper and middle
classes." Professor Fisher asks the question," Who are the middle
class?" The answer he gives is this:

In consequence of this selective process this class has necessarily
become differentiated in certain hereditary respects from the
general body of the population from which it is continually
recruited. In the case of intelligence this difference is readily
demonstrable by applying*the psychological tests to*the children
of different occupational groups. But we should be altogether
mistaken if we took it that the only important difference lay in
intelligence. There must be at least a dozen other psychological
characters of importance governing self-control, ambition, judg-
ment of character, aesthetic taste, foresight, grasp of moral principle
which tave been at least as influential as intelligence in guiding
the process of social promotion during the last two centuries of
which our class is die product.

The italics are inserted. Perhaps no better word than grasp could
have been chosen in this context.